ORDINANCE 2017 - CHAPTER 9t 

Offered by Councilors Matt O'MtUey and Michelle Wu, E...ibi-teor 8 ., ca.pb.li, 

Pressley and Jackson 

City of Boston 



in THE YEAR TWO THOUSAND SEVENTEEN 


IN CITY COUNCIL 

AN ORDINANCF, BK QARDINr! TWP 
REDUCTION OF PT-AS TIC BAC.S IN BOSTON 

WHEREAS: ^ producta, us.anddispelofsiuglo-useplate ba8s tave 

adverse impacts on the environment and their light weight makes them 
particnlarlysusceptibie to air currents that land them in the streets, gutters 
abandoned lots, and trees throughout the City; and ’ 

WHEREAS. The City of Boston desires to conserve resources, reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions waste and marine pollution and to protect the public health and 
welfare of its residents; and 

WHEREAS: Plate tegp to , significa,. burden on fc City's solid was,. disprcal 

and single stream recycling systems. ™ 


Be it Ordained by the City Comal of Boston as follows: 


NOW THEREFORE, 




CHAPTER 17-19 

REDUCTION OF CHECKOUT BAGS BY RETAIL ESTABLISHMENTS 
17-19.1 Purpose 





17-19.2 Definitions 


followi^f "S 8 WOTdS SW1, " l "* ““ ** "**■ otherwise have the 

a. “City’ means the City of Boston and its legal limits and all rights of access and 

rigToTobh^SStaT “ “* ° f iS - *° *•* * has * 

b. “Chief means the Chief of Environment, Energy and Open Space or his/her designee. 

e customer at the point of sSche^mfe^M SShSmte * ^ “ tablistoMl to 
'■ ? fa »Weh loose produce or products emplaced by a 

2. Laundry or dry-cleaner bags; or 

3. Newspaper bags; or 

4 ' nrZT d s COntdn ° r ^ produce ’ frozen foods, meat or fish, whether 
prepackaged or not, to prevent or contain moisture. 

d ' DwS^ aplaStic bag ^ W informs to the current ASTM 

'-sfessSssss- 
• ^^ss: 

’ itSESSSSSr " 



8 ' iwS te , Bag ” me “ sa ba * wifl> handles fhatis specifically designed and manufactured 
or durable plastic that is at least 3.0 mils in thickness. ij 

17-19.3 Requirements 

a ' establishme ^ Provides a checkout bag to customers, the bag shall comply 

b ' SS^2£fl?SS:Sr i S! ba S<Msell tom fornoless 
retained by the Ltail mm ° y ‘ C °" KM Immmt a “* « 1* 

C. Any charge for a checkout bag shall be separately stated on a receint nrovided tn th. 
™<omer a, to toe of sale and sM be idenliaL as to VSSSm 

The Chief of Environment, Energy and Open Space may promulgate rules and 
regulations to implement this section. promulgate rules and 

17-19.4 Enforcement 

a ' Sli S s “, dthat a Vi0lat -° n haS ° CCUITed the 0ffice of Environment, Energy and 
Soktion M 1SSUC a Wamng n ° tiCe t0 the RetaiI Establishment for the initial 

b. If an additional violation of this Ordinance has occurred within one year after a warning 

bCen ISSUCd f ? T “ initial violation > foe Chief shall issue a notice of violation 8 
and shall unpose a penalty against the retail establishment. 

“ Ch Vi0lad ° n of the warning notice shall be 

1. S50 for the first offense 

2. $100 for the second offense and all subsequent offenses. Payment of such fines 
may be enforced through civil action in the state District Court. 

d. Whoever violates any provision of this chapter may be penalized by a noncriminal 
disposition as provided in G.L. c. 40, §21D. ForpinposL of this sectio^SSof 
Environment, Energy and Open Space or histor dSignee shall taTe^g^. 



17-19.5 Exemption 

a ' 

ZS ha " W,ip to 3 ^ «*“*>"*",. An"undne harfship” 

1 ’ ° r s ‘ luacions nnique to the particular Retail Establishment such 

that there are no reasonable alternatives to bags that are not SSw 
Bags, Compostable Plastic Bags or Reusable Bags; or P 

2. Circumstances or situations unique to the Retail Establishment such that 

3 - « 

infonnation supporting its application. aesignee, access to all 

^h C ttoS.‘ My aPPTOVe the exm ' ,,ion ’“!"•* ” **me or in part, with or without 

4 The Chief by regulation, may establish a fee for exemption requests. 

17-19.6 Effective Date 

a. All of the requirements, set forth in this by-law shall take effect within a year of passage. 
17-19.7 Severability 

a. It is the intention of the City Council that each separate provision of this chanter .hall h. 
enfoSte. CtK ’°' remamta ei>K>™°n, of this chapter shall remain valid and 



